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UM FOUNDATION KICKS OFF 1997 BUSINESS DRIVE 
MISSOULA -
The University o f Montana Foundation will launch its 19th annual Missoula Business Drive 
Tuesday, Sept. 30, with the support of community and business leaders who hope to raise $300,000 for 
the University’s Excellence Fund
The Business Drive is a major source of income for the Excellence Fund, which helps the 
University meet immediate academic needs such as scholarships, faculty and staff development and 
special programs. This year’s campaign chair, Dr. Robert Seim of Missoula Orthopedic Associates, will 
spearhead the efforts of about 150 volunteers who will ask their peers in the community to contribute to 
the fund.
“It’s important that we, as members o f the Missoula community, voice our support for the 
University and recognize its importance within the community,” Seim said.
The annual fund drive, initiated in 1978 by a group of Missoula business leaders, exemplifies the 
strong cooperative relationship between UM and the community, with each strengthening and 
contributing to the other, said Shawn Gunnin, the foundation’s director of annual giving. Each year, the 
drive has met or surpassed its goal.
For the past seven years, the Business Drive has used the theme “Count Me In” to encourage
the community to band together in support of UM.
The drive will conclude with a victory celebration on Wednesday, Nov. 12.
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